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Session Abstract: Since the groundbreaking research of Paul Zanker and Tonio Hölscher it has 
been generally acknowledged, how deliberately chosen images influenced the public 
perception of political and military power in Rome. The “power of images” (Paul Zanker), 
however, soon entered the private realm and was subject of alterations regarding the “reading 
of these images”, as e.g. illustrated by middle Imperial Roman wedding rings with the 
dextrarum iunctio, a motif which had frequently been used to emphasize the unity of the army 
in times of Civil War. The significance of this symbol had changed, from public to private. Images 
of the triumphant rider, an image originally confined to the Emperor, were used in gemstones 
and on private funerary monuments. 
Zanker’s and Hölscher’s ideas were, however, never extensively applied to the art and to small 
finds in the Roman provinces. Concentrating on the example of Roman victory and how this 
topic was communicated in Rome and at the Edge of Empire, we therefore explicitly welcome 
contributions from all fields of archaeology, including Classical and Roman Provincial 
Archaeology, as well as Numismatics, Epigraphy and Ancient History. Especially questions of 
how these images were used in the provinces and what mechanisms and means of distribution 
were used are of particular interest, but also papers on public rituals of victory in Rome and her 
provinces and on the “propaganda use” of the public realm will be appreciated. 
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