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Session Abstract: A growing number of archaeologists are in some way working with what has 
conveniently been called ‘Digital Technology’: Lidar, aerial photography, GIS, remote sensing, 
photogrammetry, 3D-modelling, infrared, big data and even machine learning and citizen 
science are terms and techniques that are emerging and in some disciplines becoming more or 
less common practice. With these innovations going on for a couple of decades now, we would 
like to investigate whether this has really changed the way we study the Roman Limes. Without 
being a specialist in the field of these digital techniques, most Roman Archaeologists know that 
the combination of several techniques brings forward significant data that was hard to get with 
the more conventional, analogue methods.  
The techniques have promised many opportunities for new research abilities, but do we use 
them exhaustingly well enough for positing the right and new research questions? Do Roman 
Archaeologists and Digital Archaeologists speak each other’s language well enough, or are we 
multiplying the uncertainties of one discipline with the uncertainties of the other? Are we still 
searching for answers in an old-fashioned mode with – maybe- blinkers on? Or are Roman 
archaeologists equipped enough for exploring the real possibilities of the 21st century?  
The aims of the papers in this session should therefore not focus on the individual site or 
method used to present the Roman Limes, but should happily deal with the main question 
which is: does the use of new technology lead to a better understanding of the Roman Limes? 
Has our research taken a different turn with the advent of a new digital toolbox? Or are we just 
answering old questions with modern answers? Do we use the full potential of combining the 
above-mentioned programs, but also, and more important, what are the chances and 
limitations by using these techniques for a better understanding of the Roman frontier?  


